
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2812 May 21, 2013 
b 1220 

GETTING AMERICANS BACK TO 
WORK 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. I rise 
today because I want to get Americans 
back to work. 

When I was a little girl on the farm 
in Kettle Falls, Washington, my par-
ents used to tell me, ‘‘Cathy, life isn’t 
always fair.’’ 

But, you see, the difference was the 
things that weren’t fair were outside of 
my control. Years later, we have a 
President who likes to talk a lot about 
fairness, but what he fails to mention 
is what isn’t fair. 

It isn’t fair that this administration 
continues to make life harder for 
Americans all across this country— 
whether it’s paying the bills at the end 
of the month, higher health care costs, 
higher gas prices, or an economy that’s 
struggling with the smallest workforce 
participation rate since 1979. It is un-
fair for Washington to continue down a 
path that isn’t working. 

This week, we are voting to clear the 
way for the Keystone pipeline. It will 
create at least 20,000 new jobs from 
construction alone. It’s just one piece 
of a true all-of-the-above energy plan. 
Keystone will put people back to work 
immediately while reducing our de-
pendence on foreign oil and adding bil-
lions of dollars to our economy. 

It is time for the President to stop 
talking about fairness and to actually 
start supporting it, and he can start by 
signing the Keystone project into law 
and get Americans to work all across 
this country. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to the growing 
threats that climate change poses to 
public health. 

Increasingly, severe and frequent 
weather events and heat waves not 
only threaten people’s health and safe-
ty but also jeopardize our food crop 
production and the availability of 
clean drinking water. Foodborne ill-
nesses, asthma, and cardiovascular dis-
ease are expected to worsen in a chang-
ing climate. 

Despite these anticipated impacts, 
however, most American health profes-
sionals do not have the tools they need 
to prepare for the changing needs of 
their patients, and climate change’s 
threats to human health will only esca-
late with every day that we fail to take 
action. 

That’s why last week I reintroduced 
the Climate Change Health Protection 
and Promotion Act, which will help 
health professionals prepare for and re-

spond to the public health impacts of 
climate change. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to 
turn a blind eye to the impacts of cli-
mate change, especially when it comes 
to the health of our friends, our neigh-
bors, and our families. I hope we can 
work together to pass this and other 
commonsense measures to address the 
critical issue of changes to our cli-
mate. 

f 

GETTING RICH OFF MEDICARE 

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, some people and companies 
are getting rich off Medicare. 

Washington Post columnist Charles 
Lane wrote about power wheelchair 
suppliers who are reimbursed as much 
as $5,000 for a basic chair that costs 
them $700 and sells at ordinary retail 
for $2,500. 

In addition, hospitals are charging 
wildly varying prices for the same pro-
cedures. George Washington University 
Hospital averages $115,000 for a patient 
on a ventilator while Providence Hos-
pital in the same city averages $53,000 
for the same service. In St. Augustine, 
Florida, one hospital typically billed 
$40,000 to remove a gallbladder, using 
minimally invasive surgery, and an-
other hospital in Orange Park, Florida, 
charged $91,000. In one hospital in Dal-
las, the average bill for treating ordi-
nary pneumonia was $14,610 while an-
other charged $48,000. 

I do not want to see one poor person 
denied any necessary medical treat-
ment. However, we should not treat 
Medicare and Medicaid as holy and un-
touchable and allow many hospitals, 
medical providers, and suppliers to get 
filthy rich off government medicine. 

f 

LET’S PUT AMERICA TO WORK 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. I rise today to once 
again urge House leadership and the 
majority party in the House to refocus 
on what should be our top priority— 
jobs and the long-term economic sta-
bility of our Nation. 

Each day, we report to our constitu-
ents that economic growth and putting 
Americans back to work is job one in 
Congress; yet very rarely does our 
agenda reflect that priority in this 
House. In fact, the request to name 
conferees to complete the budget proc-
ess to grow jobs and grow the economy 
doesn’t get heeded over and over again. 

We are putting more and more people 
to work each month, but I have no 
doubt that we can do better. As I talk 
to neighbors and friends back home, 
unemployment remains their top con-
cern. Instead, many in this Chamber 
are plotting to take the debt ceiling 

hostage. We already know the dire con-
sequences from that act. 

The bottom line is this: jobs and eco-
nomic growth are our constituents’ top 
concerns, and they should be ours as 
well. We can and must do better. Let’s 
put America to work. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great joy that I have shadowing 
me today a girl named Desirae, and she 
is with me as a foster child. It was one 
of the greatest honors of my life to 
serve as a foster mother to 23 great 
kids. May is Foster Care Month. There 
are 400,000 children in the United 
States who need a foster parent. We 
need more foster parents. 

She and I have been talking about 
the news of the day so far. We talked 
about the tragedy in Oklahoma and 
how our former colleague, now-Gov-
ernor Mary Fallin, is working so beau-
tifully, together with the staff in Okla-
homa, to meet the needs of the tragedy 
that is occurring. We talked about gas 
prices being $4.30 a gallon and how 
building the Keystone pipeline will 
provide new jobs. 

Foster children need love. They need 
stability. They need to be a part of the 
fabric of this Nation. Let’s make them 
a priority in this country. 

f 

THE DISTURBING SILENCE TO THE 
SEQUESTER 

(Ms. MENG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. MENG. To me, what has been 
more shocking than the sequester, 
itself, has been the response to it, or 
lack thereof, on the part of House lead-
ership. 

Are they listening to those on our 
streets and in our neighborhoods? 
Maybe the country is simply numbed 
by its repugnance of this Congress and 
the last. 

The sequester harms the American 
people, particularly the middle class 
and our children. My district in 
Queens, New York, is decidedly and 
truly middle class; and every day con-
stituents tell me how the sequester is 
hurting their families and their fu-
tures. It will cost America over 750,000 
jobs this year, including police, fire-
fighters, public defenders, and border 
agents. 

We need to come to a compromise on 
a real spending plan that will increase 
revenue rather than slashing critical 
programs. The American people need 
us to speak up for our priorities and 
our values. The silence is disturbing. 
The sequester is not okay. 

f 

THE IRS SCANDAL 
(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLDING. The deliberate tar-
geting of conservative groups by the 
IRS is inexcusable, and it raises serious 
red flags about the agency’s abuse of 
power. 

Mr. Speaker, what we see here is an 
institutional arrogance within the IRS. 
The American people should be able to 
trust that the agency responsible for 
collecting their hard-earned tax dollars 
will not discriminate against them 
based on their values or political views. 
While the Obama administration would 
have us believe that the IRS’ targeting 
of conservative groups was the result 
of an increase in the number of non-
profit applications, the data clearly re-
veal this to be simply untrue. 

As if the targeting of conservative 
groups weren’t bad enough, the IRS 
will also soon become the enforcer of 
ObamaCare—with the very same person 
previously in charge of the tax-exempt 
division at the IRS now in charge of 
the ObamaCare enforcement division. 

Mr. Speaker, we need accountability 
from this agency and this administra-
tion. The American people demand it. 

f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, for the 
first time in recent history, Congress 
has a real opportunity to pass com-
prehensive legislation to fix our broken 
immigration system. 

Legislation being backed by a bipar-
tisan group of Senators has done what 
many previous proposals have failed to 
do, and that is to gain broad support 
and to balance the needs of all of the 
interests of our country. I have been 
working closely with Members on both 
sides of the aisle in the House and in 
the Senate and with agricultural orga-
nizations and farm workers to make 
sure that the concerns of California’s 
agricultural communities are met. The 
Senate’s plan provides a legal and sta-
ble workforce for agricultural and crit-
ical protections for those who work 
very hard every day to put safe, 
healthy food on our Nation’s dinner ta-
bles. Without these provisions, it would 
have been a deal-breaker for our val-
ley. 

Naysayers might say it’s time to 
wait, but that’s motivated simply by 
political interests, not reality. It’s 
time for immigration reform now. It’s 
time for the House to act and to come 
together. It’s time to pass this bipar-
tisan effort to fix America’s broken im-
migration system. 

f 

b 1230 

THE KEYSTONE PIPELINE 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it’s been al-
most 5 years since the application to 
build the Keystone XL pipeline was 
filed. It’s also been almost 5 years that 
Americans have been waiting for the 
jobs and energy security Keystone 
would provide. How much longer will 
President Obama make us wait? 

American families expect our govern-
ment to pursue the least expensive, 
most reliable domestic energy. Jobless 
Americans expect that their President 
won’t stand in the way of economic re-
lief. But on both fronts, President 
Obama’s choice to cede to environ-
mental special interests and block the 
Keystone pipeline in 2011 did the oppo-
site. It denied thousands of jobless 
Americans the chance at high-paying 
work and blocked a direct connection 
between refineries in Texas and afford-
able energy in Canada. 

But what’s more audacious about the 
President’s economically indefensible 
action is the fact that it is groundless. 
The President’s own State Department 
concluded ‘‘no significant’’ environ-
mental damage would be caused by 
Keystone’s completion. 

The Keystone pipeline has jobs to 
offer. Why is the President turning 
those jobs away? 

f 

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s now been 870 days since I arrived in 
Congress, and the Republican leader-
ship has still not allowed a single vote 
on serious legislation to address our 
unemployment crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not an exaggera-
tion to say that unemployment is a 
matter of life and death. In a new 
study, researchers at Oxford and Stan-
ford found that approximately 4,750 
suicides in the United States between 
2007 and 2010 were attributed to unem-
ployment. 

Now here in America, the sequester 
is slated to cut billions in nutrition 
subsidies, medical research, cancer 
clinics, low-income heating, and other 
lifesaving services. If we continue to 
cut jobs because of the sequester, Mr. 
Speaker, the facts are clear: the se-
quester kills. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s time to bring H.R. 
900, the Cancel the Sequester Act, to 
the floor for a vote. It is time to turn 
our attention back to jobs with the 
President’s American Jobs Act. 

Our mantra, Mr. Speaker, should be: 
job, jobs, jobs. 

f 

AMERICAN ENERGY PRODUCTION 

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
our economy continues to struggle, 
with nearly 12 million of our fellow 
Americans remaining out of work. 

Why, then, does the President still in-
sist on standing in the way of creating 
new jobs by expanding America’s en-
ergy sector by using all of our valuable 
resources—water, wind, solar, gas, and 
oil? 

More American energy production 
would create jobs and grow our econ-
omy, in addition to lowering energy 
costs for hardworking Americans and 
strengthening our national security. 
These are the kind of goals that all 
Americans, Republican and Democrat, 
should be able to get behind. 

But this President is clearly not seri-
ous about creating new jobs. He still 
has refused to approve the Keystone 
pipeline which would create 20,000 new 
jobs in America right away. It’s been 
over 1,700 days. We’ve waited long 
enough. It’s time to build the pipeline. 
It’s time to create jobs. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

MAY 21, 2013. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 21, 2013 at 9:45 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 309. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS, 

Clerk. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

IMPROVING JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR VETERANS ACT OF 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 1412) to improve and in-
crease the availability of on-job train-
ing and apprenticeship programs car-
ried out by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1412 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improving Job 
Opportunities for Veterans Act of 2013’’. 
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